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Greens Angry With Moratorium on Listing
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What many forget— or fafl to say — s that the listing moratorium was
first proposed under former Pres. Clinton, not cwurent Preg. Bush,

“The Endangered Species Act hae en excelient goal i think most
Americans share: 1 make sure specias don't becoma extingt,” sald
Interior Secratary Gale Norton.

But right now, Nerion says she's having a tough time doing even that.

Het agency is being suffocated — pepered to denth ~ by an avalanche

of cltizen iswsuits fled not by citizens, but by the two radice!
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Activists srgue that If weren't for the tawauite, very few animals or plants
watild make &t onto the endangered species list.

“In the last decade §2%, of all specias fisted se endangered in the state
of Celfornia are beoause citizens sued the govemnment,” said The Center
for Biological Diversity's Kieren Suckiing.
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t0 records. Not 1o save spécies — say oritics — bul to reshape societly,
stop growth, and promole (s anti-human sgenda.

"We hava gone (60 fer, 100 sxtreme on environmental things, too sxtrame
on the Endangered Species Act” seid House Natural Resources
Chairman Rep. Jim Hansen, R-Uwh.

The sct was created 28 yaars ago to protect grey whales and grizzly

besrs. But today, 60 peroent of the specles under It protection aTe

plants. The fact that most of these species 30 stil dmappearing has
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Regovery efforts ocan coat upwerde of $50 milion per specles, not
sounting the tege! bills. Environmantal lawyers can coet taxpayers up to
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_ ’ In one case, Slerra Club attorneys demanded $5 millon for representing
M rorinos a blind salamander In Texas. They settied for $3.5 miltion.
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